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professions in large numbers. But is that all ? Are we content
that the colony they will one day inherit and shape as they
think fit, shall be built meanwhile on a capitalistic pattern?
Must they cope with the problem of socializing this railway or
that mine, or should we try to do it now ? Could we promote the
growth of co-operation in agriculture., or must this also wait for
full self-government? Should we, in short, try in so far as we
can to develop the colonies in a socialist sense, while their
peoples are still our wards ?

The answer to this question will vary in different parts of the
empire. It is too late, for example, even to state it in regard to
India. There our duty is plainly to hasten the grant of unqualified
self-government, which means, if Indians insist upon it, inde-
pendence. If socialism is to come to this awakened land, only
Indians can engineer its coming. The answer may be much the
same in the case of Burma, Ceylon and Malta. As for Cyprus
and Hongkong, our plain duty is to fulfil the will of their
Inhabitants by handing them over to Greece and China. How
boldly in the case of Jamaica we should try to shape its economic
pattern in accordance with our own views, is a question that
calls for tact and leadership; we should not in such a case try
to go far, until we had with us a considerable volume of local
support. In the case of an African colony everything makes
for a bold initiative. Its economic structure was imposed from
above and from outside; we need not scruple to re-shape it.
But here also it is obvious that we should prepare the ground
for innovation by spreading our ideas before we attempt admin-
istrative action. We should not wait until a fortunate general
election has sent a socialist to the Colonial office. We should
make up our minds in good time where we mean to begin.
Shall it be a railway, an electric power station, a plantation or
a mine that we socialize ? We should then familiarize both African
and British opinion with our scheme. It is a disturbing reflection
that we have done no organized missionary work to spread our
socialist ideas, either in India or in- the Colonies. Have we ever
as a party sent even one lecturer or organizer thither, at our own